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22 January 2015 

 
 
Dear Kenneth 
 

 
At the evidence session in Pitlochry on 18 January, I agreed to write to the Committee to 
clarify the following matters raised by members in relation to the Draft Budget 2016-17.  
 
Help to Buy 
 

I advised the committee I would provide a breakdown of the £195 million Help to Buy 
funding. Mr Neil launched the Help to Buy (Scotland) Affordable New Homes scheme on 21 

January, confirming the budgets and ceiling for the scheme are as follows: 
 
Maximum purchase prices and allocated budgets: 
 

Scheme Year Ceiling Price (£) Budget (£m) Small Developer 
Budget share (£m) 

2016/17 230,000 80 21.6 
2017/18 200,000 65 18.8 
2018/19 175,000 50 18 

 
 
Local Government Unallocated Reserves 

 

I indicated that I would provide the Committee with further information on local government 
unallocated reserves. The table attached in Annex A provides a breakdown of the revenue 
reserves held by each Local Authority.   
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Erskine Bridge 
 

On the issue of the Erskine Bridge budget line, the budget for the Erskine Bridge lies within 
the Network Strengthening line for which there is no separate level four analysis. The reason 

why the Erskine Bridge does not have a separate budget line is because the responsibility 
was transferred to the operating company when the bridge authority was abolished several 
years ago. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

JOHN SWINNEY 
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ANNEX A – LOCAL AUTHORITY UNALLOCATED RESERVES 

Revenue Reserves (£thousands) at 31 March 2014 by Local Authority £ Thousands

Unallocated

Allocated

(earmarked)

Total 

General 

Fund

Housing 

Revenue 

Account 

(Note 1)

Renewal 

and 

Repairs

Insurance 

Fund

Other 

Statutory  

Funds

Total 

Revenue 

Reserves

Council Total 441,432    627,718     1,069,150  118,079   163,782   82,645     329,818   1,763,474  

Aberdeen City 11,291      45,856      57,147       11,091     5             2,173      364         70,780      

Aberdeenshire 15,769      41,722      57,491       2,000      4,959      1,181      -          65,631      

Angus 1,553        18,285      19,838       3,181      3,895      567         -          27,481      

Argyll & Bute 13,670      30,372      44,042       -          1,025      -          -          45,067      

Clackmannanshire 6,174        5,843        12,017       3,093      -          1,234      -          16,344      

Dumfries & Galloway 3,920        54,504      58,424       -          1,210      2,599      -          62,233      

Dundee City 5,000        3,070        8,070        -          6,253      700         -          15,023      

East Ayrshire 27,777      250           28,027       6,342      6,735      -          -          41,104      

East Dunbartonshire 5,079        6,234        11,313       844         1,482      -          -          13,639      

East Lothian 8,949        238           9,187        2,056      -          1,520      -          12,763      

East Renfrewshire 8,513        6,405        14,918       507         9,416      1,714      -          26,555      

Edinburgh, City of 13,024      110,285     123,309     -          21,936     -          -          145,245     

Eilean Siar 6,646        11,664      18,310       -          -          -          -          18,310      

Falkirk 24,428      1,329        25,757       5,093      4,371      4,569      -          39,790      

Fife 82,854      2,172        85,026       2,006      -          3,588      -          90,620      

Glasgow City 18,314      14,475      32,789       -          15,234     15,131     36,292     99,446      

Highland 11,883      28,434      40,317       7,354      1,668      2,409      -          51,748      

Inverclyde 4,793        38,097      42,890       -          2,727      4,277      -          49,894      

Midlothian 20,526      -            20,526       18,624     2,553      -          -          41,703      

Moray 21,381      -            21,381       1,126      2,651      1,367      -          26,525      

North Ayrshire -           25,155      25,155       8,724      2,614      3,299      -          39,792      

North Lanarkshire 5,830        69,191      75,021       9,577      1,122      11,658     -          97,378      

Orkney Islands 23,768      -            23,768       -          2,917      -          196,784   223,469     

Perth & Kinross 35,905      12,305      48,210       907         412         3,410      -          52,939      

Renfrewshire 9,199        43,726      52,925       11,245     2,856      -          -          67,026      

Scottish Borders 11,615      5,521        17,136       -          300         1,362      -          18,798      

Shetland Islands -           13,860      13,860       -          56,703     228         96,378     167,169     

South Ayrshire 10,178      12,748      22,926       13,445     6,312      425         -          43,108      

South Lanarkshire -           13,387      13,387       6,055      2,859      6,097      -          28,398      

Stirling 5,887        7,412        13,299       236         1,199      944         -          15,678      

West Dunbartonshire 4,935        5,178        10,113       3,647      368         -          -          14,128      

West Lothian 22,571      -            22,571       926         -          12,193     -          35,690      

Source: Local Financial Returns 2013-14: LFR 23

Note1: May only be used on council owned housing.

General Fund Other Statutory Reserves

Note 2:The General Fund has been split between allocated and unallocated funds. Allocated funds have already been earmarked for 

specific purposes. Unallocated funds are available for unforeseen spending, to make up for shortfalls in income or savings, or for 

possible future commitments. 


